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Reference to the context 
a. Why do the two soldiers spend their free time on Sundays away from the 
barracks out in the countryside?  

The two soldiers spend their free time on Sundays away from the barracks because 
they want to escape the monotony of army life and experience the beauty of the 
French countryside. 

b. Why does the girl become the topic of conversation for these soldiers?  

The girl becomes the topic of conversation for the soldiers because she is beautiful 
and mysterious. Her appearance at the riverbank where the soldiers swim piques 
their interest and they are eager to learn more about her. 

c. Why does deception enter into their friendship?  

Deception enters into their friendship when Luc lies about his encounter with the 
girl. He does this to protect his own feelings and prevent his friend from pursuing 
the girl. This deception leads to tension and ultimately the dissolution of their 
friendship. 

d. Do you think that Luc is a betrayer of friendship?  

It is difficult to say whether Luc is a betrayer of friendship or not. While he does 
deceive his friend, his actions are driven by his own feelings and desires. It is clear 
that he deeply regrets his actions and the damage they cause to his relationship with 
his friend. 

e. What is the cause of suicide of Jean? Do you think that it was the only release 
of his love? 

The cause of Jean's suicide is the unrequited love he feels for the girl. He is 
devastated when he learns that she is in love with Luc and can no longer bear to live 
with his pain. While suicide may seem extreme, it is clear that Jean was deeply 
troubled and felt that it was the only way to escape his suffering. 

Reference beyond the context: 
a. What is the central theme of the story?  
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The central theme of the story is the devastating effects of jealousy and betrayal on 
friendship. 

b. "What are you doing here? Are you watching the grass grow?"  

i. Who is the speaker? 

The speaker is Luc, one of the two soldiers. 

ii. What does the word “here” indicate? 

The word "here" indicates the location where Luc has found his friend, Jean. 

iii. Who does “you” refer to?  

"You" refers to Jean, the other soldier. 

c. "He leaned--he--he was leaning--so far over--that his head carried him away-
- and--he--fell--he fell---"  

i. Who is the speaker? 

The speaker is the old man who witnessed Jean's suicide. 

ii. Why is the speaker speaking with interruption? 

The speaker is speaking with interruption because he is overwhelmed with emotion 
and struggling to express the tragic event. 

iii. What does he mean when he says “he--fell--he fell---”?  

When he says "he--fell--he fell---," he is referring to Jean's suicide, where Jean 
leaned over the bridge and fell to his death. 

d. Two Little Soldiers can be viewed as a series of dramatic scenes. Describe the 
story as tragedy.  

Two Little Soldiers can be viewed as a tragedy as it portrays the downfall of a close 
friendship due to jealousy and betrayal, leading to the tragic suicide of one of the 
friends. 

e. What is the setting and style of the story?  
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The story is set in the French countryside during World War I. The style of the story 
is straightforward, with realistic dialogue and vivid descriptions of the setting. 

f. How would you describe the conflict between the friends?  

The conflict between the friends is a classic love triangle, where both friends fall in 
love with the same girl, leading to jealousy, deception, and ultimately, betrayal. 

Reference beyond the text 
a. Is it good to have conflict between friendship and love? Is it morally good 
that a person and his best friend can love the same person?  

It is not morally good to have conflict between friendship and love, as it can lead to 
devastating consequences for all parties involved. It is essential to communicate 
openly and honestly with all parties involved to avoid any misunderstandings and 
preserve the relationships. 

b. How would you describe the triangular love? 

The triangular love refers to a situation where three people are involved in a love 
affair, creating a complex emotional dynamic. It can be a challenging situation for 
everyone involved and often leads to heartbreak and emotional turmoil. 
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