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The Gift in Wartime Chapter Summary 

Tran Mong Tu's poem "The Gift in Wartime" is a poignant reflection on the 

devastating impact of war on human lives. The poet uses powerful imagery and 

literary devices such as irony, apostrophe, anaphora, and metaphor to convey her 

message. 

In the poem, the speaker addresses an absent person, her beloved who has been killed 

in the war. She offers him roses and a wedding gown to cover his grave, while the 

war gives her medals, silver stars, and a badge. The gifts of the war seem insignificant 

compared to the precious items she offers to her beloved. 

The poet laments the loss of her youth, which she sacrificed for the war, but in return, 

she only received the smell of blood and death. The poet's beloved passed away, 

leaving her heartbroken and alone. 

Through the use of powerful imagery, the poet conveys the harsh realities of war. The 

roses symbolize love and beauty, while the cloud represents sadness and despair. The 

body of the corpse represents the ultimate price of war, a life lost forever. 
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The poet's use of irony is particularly striking. The gifts that the war gives are empty 

and meaningless compared to the love and sacrifice of the poet. The anaphora, where 

the poet repeats the phrase "you give me" emphasizes this irony, driving home the 

point that the gifts of war are ultimately useless. 

In conclusion, Tran Mong Tu's poem "The Gift in Wartime" is a powerful reflection 

on the devastating impact of war on human lives. The poet's use of imagery and 

literary devices effectively conveys the sadness and tragedy of war. 
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